Terms of Reference (ToR)
IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) 
Strategic Communications Officer
1. Background
The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) is a global network of experts dedicated to advancing the establishment and effective management of protected and conserved areas.
In anticipation of the IUCN World Protected and Conserved Areas Congress (WPC 27), taking place in Panama from 4–9 September 2027, WCPA seeks an experienced communications professional to support strategic communications before, during, and after the Congress.

2. Purpose of the Position
The Communications Officer will lead and coordinate WCPA communications related to WPC 27 and related WCPA knowledge products and activities across the WCPA network. The role is expected to bring technological innovation into WCPA’s communications efforts. Specifically, to harness technological advances to increase wider accessbility and adoption of WCPA’s knowledge products and amplifying key positions and guidance to the broader conservation community. 
The role will ensure alignment with Union-wide messaging and work closely with the WCPA community and network, Global Communications Unit (GCU), the WCPA Communications Officer to promote key WCPA outputs and activities associated with its core mandate as well as related to the Congress. 

3. Job Description
Objectives
· Support WCPA leadership with strategic communications planning, harnessing technological innovation to improve accessibility of knowledge products and guidance through creative outreach materials and graphics. 
· Support the communications planning and delivery for WPC 27, ensuring WCPA outputs are promoted effectively across relevant channels in coordination with the Global Communications Unit (GCU) and under the direction of the WCPA Chair. 
· Strengthen WCPA’s global visibility and positioning as a leading global authority on protected and conserved areas.
· Ensure coherent and impactful communications around the Congress through coordination across WCPA experts and IUCN communications teams.



4. Responsibilities
Strategy and Planning
· Work with WCPA leadership on a strategy to increase awareness and uptake of Commission knowledge products.
· Work with the WCPA leadership to establish a pipeline of content and outputs to be promoted in connection with the Congress.
· Develop a content calendar covering the lead-up to, duration of, and follow-up after the Congress.
· Share planned content in advance with GCU, the PCHA team, and other stakeholders to support coordinated communications.
· Contribute to the overall communications plan for the Congress by:
· Supporting IUCN’s global communications campaign for the Congress.
· Setting and reporting against measurable communications objectives for WCPA activities, in coordination with GCU.
· Identifying key messages, target audiences, and communication channels.
· Developing a stakeholder map for engagement at different stages.
· Ensure consistency with IUCN and Congress branding, messaging, and editorial standards.

Content Creation and Promotion
· Coordinate with the Commission, GCU, and other stakeholders to maximize visibility of key WCPA outputs.
· Support communications for major WCPA initiatives, including the IUCN WCPA Stocktake and WCPA White Paper Series.
· Produce and/or coordinate high-quality communications materials, including:
· News articles and blogs
· Press releases and briefing notes
· Social media content
· Newsletters and email communications
· Manage the translation of key content to IUCN languages

Onsite and post-Congress Communications
· Provide on-site communications support during the Congress in coordination with GCU.
· Support promotion of WCPA-led sessions, events, and outputs.
· Capture and disseminate key outcomes and highlights from the Congress.

4. Required Qualifications and Experience
· Advanced degree in communications, journalism, environmental studies, or a related field.
· Minimum seven years of relevant professional communications experience.
· Demonstrated experience in strategic communications within international or environmental organisations.
· Excellent writing and editing skills in English; ideally Spanish competency; additional languages such as French are an asset.
· Experience managing digital platforms and social media.
· Familiarity with protected and conserved areas, biodiversity policy, or nature conservation issues.
· Ability to work effectively in a global, fast-paced, multi-stakeholder environment.
· Experience supporting large international events is an asset.

5. Required Competencies
· Strategic thinking and planning skills.
· Excellent interpersonal and coordination abilities.
· Ability to manage multiple priorities under tight deadlines.
· Ability to work effectively under pressure and collaboratively with diverse teams.
· Cultural sensitivity and ability to work across regions and stakeholder groups.
· Willingness to work flexible hours over many time zones
· Ability to adjust to variable time demands over the Congress calendar
· Proactive, positive and solutions-oriented approach.

6. Terms
· Part-time contractor 
· Initial one-year contract, renewable
· Reports to the WCPA Chair

Apply by September 4th, 2026 by sending your CV and cover letter to wcpa.iucn@gmail.com with the email subject line “Strategic Communications Officer”.
